LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
Maurice, Count

de Saxe (1696–1750), Marshal-General of France

An illegitmate son of Augustus II, King of Poland and Elector of Saxony, Maurice de Saxe began his
military career at the age of twelve, serving with Prince Eugene of Savoy at Malplaquet (1709). He later
fought with Peter the Great against the Swedes, with his father on a campaign into Pomerania, and with
the Austrians against the Ottoman Empire. De Saxe demonstrated increasing genius in every campaign,
and in 1720 he entered the service of Louis XV of France. After a career of daring exploits and stunning
victories, the King named de Saxe a Marshall of France, the country’s highest military rank.
Paris, 5 March 1746

Having several times reflected on the accidents attending life, I at last resolved to dispose of the estate which I
might leave behind me, and which consists in moveables of a considerable value, as appears by the list, both in
France and Germany, besides near 600.000 livres lodged in different bankers’ hands in France; about 120.000
livres more in Saxony, paid to Monsieur Muldener on my pensions, or to pay as yet; and a large diamond called
Prague1 which is likewise in his hands. Besides I have about 10.000 rubles on the island of Wormissau, situated
in Livonia; of which Monsieur de Brinken, who rents the estate by way of farm, has a perfect knowledge.
These things promised, I dispose of my estate in the following manner, after discharging my debts, of which,
however, I have no knowledge, believing that I have discharged all which I had ever contracted during the whole
course of my life.
For these reasons I name two testamentary executors, whom I pray to execute this my last will, to wit, Monsieur
de Ertmansdorff for what is on the other side of the Rhine, I say Monsieur de Ertmansdorff, Grand Cup-Bearer
of His Majesty the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony; and Monsieur Baudry, attorney, in the Châtelet of Paris,
for what I leave in France.
In acknowledgment of the friendship which the Grand Cup-Bearer de Ertmansdorff has always had for me, I beg
he would accept of my ring with the diamond called Prague. And Baudry, in acknowledgment of the affection
with which he has served me, of a thousand Louis d’Ors, making 24.000 livres.
More, 24.000 livres to Monsieur Diskau, colonel of my regiment of horse. More, 24.000 livres to Monsieur de
Heldorf, captain of grenadiers in the said regiment of foot. More, 24.000 livres to Monsieur de Heldorf, captain
of grenadiers in the said regiment of foot. More, 24.000 livres to Monsieur de Pauly, captain in the said regiment.
These persons have all followed my fortune for a long time; and I desire to give them marks of my
acknowledgment, begging they would remember me.
More, 12.000 livres to Monsieur de Bachois, Camp-Master reformed and Lieutenant of the Game at Chambord.
More, 12.000 livres to the Chevalier Girardon, living at the castle of Ecurcuils. More, 100.000 livres to Monsieur
de Sourdis-Rabanois. More, 400.000 livres to Count Watsdorf, Lord of Lichtenval, by way of restitution of the
confiscation which His Majesty the King of Poland gave me on the forfeiture of his uncle’s estate. More, 12.000
livres to my valet de chambre Beauvais. More, 12.000 livres to Hunerkopff, my under-gentleman of the horse.
More, 12.000 livres to my surgeon, Rout. More, 20.000 livres to my four guards—viz., 5.000 livres to each,
whose names are Groffe, Albregt, Dubrevil, and Neuly. More, 10.000 livres to my two chief grooms, Philip and
Christian, to wit, 5.000 livres to each. More, 5.000 livres to my drum-major. The remainder of my estate in
France shall be given to Count Bellegarde, Chamberlain to the King of Poland, and his minister at the court of
Turin.

1

In November 1741, de Saxe captured Prague in a bold manouevre which sealed his reputation as the pre-eminent general of the eighteenth
century. He prohibited his soldiers from looting the city, and strictly enforced his decision. In gratitude, the citizens gave him a diamond.

As for what I possess on the other side the Rhine, and of which I entreat Monsieur de Ertmansdorff to take upon
him the distribution, I give and bequeath to Trobick, my ancient domestic, 1.000 Saxon crowns. To Muldener,
Secretary of the Court, 1.000 golden ducats. To Count de Frise, a book which I composed on war, entitled My
Reveries, and which is in manuscript. All that remains in money shall be given to Madame Louisa de Metzerat,
born of Metzerot, to give her a token of my remembrance.
As for my body, I desire it may be buried in lime, if that can be done, that in a short time nothing more of me
may remain in the world but my memory among my friends.
In case, by some event which I cannot foresee, my estate in France should not be sufficient to satisfy the legacies
which I have made by this holographic testament to the persons and domestics therein mentioned, and who are
on this side the Rhine, the diminution shall first fall upon the part bequeathed to Count Bellegarde; and if it be
not sufficient, the executor shall take out of the Count de Watzdorff’s what is sufficient to discharge these legacies;
the estate which I leave in Saxony, having no connection with what I have in France.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

1 January 1748

Monsieur de Ertmansdorff and Monsieur de Baudry being dead since I made the present holographic testament,
which I confirm in all the other points by this codicille, I constitute for my testamentary executors Monsieur
Muldener, counselor of the court of Saxony, at Dresden, for what estate I have in Saxony; and Monsieur de
Prhoheingues, heretofore captain of the hundred Swiss of His late Majesty the King of Poland, for the estates I
have in France, and who resides now at Paris.
I bequeath to the former, in acknowledgment of the services he has rendered me, 1.000 golden ducats; and to the
Marquis de Prhoheingues my picture enriched with diamonds of 1.000 Louis d’ors value, at 24 livres each, to wit,
the thousand ducats out of what I have in Saxony, and my picture among my moveables in France.
I likewise bequeath my great diamond named Prague, now in France, in the hands of Monsieur Fortier, notary,
to my nephew Count Frise.
And I beg His Most Christian Majesty to grant him my regiment of light horse, and my habitation at Chambord,
with the Captainry of the said Chambord, on condition that he shall keep up the stud of horses which I have
established there, to re-mount the said regiment as occasion shall require. I hope, by this disposition, I shall
preserve to the King a regiment which cannot be matched and a breed of horses not to be equaled; having spared
nothing to attain to this end, and to procure to France a sort of horses swifter than what they now breed; which
was wanted for the light horse and which cannot be procured in time of war. In case the King grants this favor
at my most humble request, my intention is that Chambord shall remain furnished as it is, according to the
inventory which will be found there, to serve my nephew Count Frise. But if it is His Majesty’s pleasure to dispose
of it otherwise, the moveables and studs shall be sold by auction, and the sum produced added to the rest of my
effects which I have in France.
I bequeath, moreover, a diamond of 24.000 livres value to Monsieur d’Alencon, the King’s secretary, my ancient
governor, in testimony of the affection which he always bore me. I likewise bequeath 6.000 livres to Messac, my
valet de chambre, at one payment. And another 6.000 livres to Mouret, my house-keeper, at Chambord, at one
payment. I bequeath also 20.000 livres to Mr. Rouffeaux, of ville Nieuve, Saint George’s, at one payment.

One year after de Saxe drafted this will, Louis XV further honored the general, granting him the
prestigious title of “Marshal-General of the King’s Camps and Armies”. Maurice de Saxe died in 1750.
Louis XV wanted to honor his best commander, and so paid for the construction of de Saxe’s tomb in the
church of Saint Thomas in Strasbourg, one of the few Protestant churches in France.
Louis Balthazar Néel. History of Maurice, Count Saxe (London: T. Osborne, 1753), II:231–236.

