DIARY
Christopher Columbus (1451–1506)
Friday, 3 August 1492

We departed on Friday, the 3d of August, in the year 1492, from the bar of Saltes, at 8 o’clock, and proceeded
with a strong sea breeze until sunset, towards the south, for 60 miles, equal to 15 leagues; afterwards SW and
WSW, which was the course for the Canaries....
Sunday, 7 October 1492

...This day, at sunrise, the caravel NIÑA, which went ahead, being the best sailer, and pushed forward as much
as possible to sight the land first so as to enjoy the reward which the Sovereigns had promised to whoever
should see it first, hoisted a flag at the mast-head and fired a gun, as a signal that she had sighted land, for such
was the Admiral’s order. He had also ordered that, at sunrise and sunset, all the ships should join him; because
those two times are most proper for seeing the greatest distance, the haze clearing away. No land was seen
during the afternoon, as reported by the caravel NIÑA, and they passes a great number of birds flying from N to
SW. This gave rise to the belief that the birds were either going to sleep on land, or were flying from the winter
which might be supposed to be near in the land whence they were coming. The Admiral was aware that most
of the islands held by the Portuguese were discovered by the flight of birds. For this reason he resolved to give
up the west course, and to shape a course WSW for the two following days. He began the new course one hour
before sunset. They made good, during the night, about 5 leagues, and 23 in the day, altogether 28 leagues.
Monday, 8 October 1492

The course was WSW, and 11½ or 12 leagues were made good in the day and night; and at times it appears that
they went at the rate of 15 miles an hour during the night.... The sea was like the river at Seville. “Thanks be to
God,” says the Admiral, “the air is very soft like the April at Seville; and it is a pleasure to be here, so balmy are
the breezes.” The weed seemed to be very fresh. There were many land birds, and they took one that was flying
to the SW Terns, ducks, and a booby were also seen.

Tuesday, 9 October 1492

The course was SW, and they made 5 leagues. The wind then changed, and the Admiral steered W by N 4
leagues. Altogether, in day and night, they made 11 leagues by day and 20½ leagues by night; counted as 17
leagues altogether. Throughout the night birds were heard passing.

Wednesday, 10 October 1492

The course was WSW, and they went at the rate of 10 miles an hour, occasionally 12 miles, and sometimes 7.
During the day and night they made 59 leagues, counted as no more than 44. Here the people could endure no
longer. They complained of the length of the voyage. But the Admiral cheered them up in the best way he
could, giving them good hopes of the advantages they might gain from it. He added that, however much they
might complain, he had to go to the Indies, and that he would go on until he found them, with the help of our
Lord.
Thursday, 11 October 1492

The course was WSW, and there was more sea than there had been during the whole of the voyage. They saw
sandpipers, and a green reed near the ship. Those of the caravel PINTA saw a cane and a pole, and they took up
another small pole which appeared to have been worked with iron; also another bit of cane, a land-plant, and a
small board. The crew of the caravel NIÑA also saw signs of land, and a small branch covered with berries.
Every one breathed afresh and rejoiced at these signs. The run until sunset was 27 leagues.
After sunset the Admiral returned to his original west course, and they went along at the rate of 12 miles an
hour. Up to two hours after midnight they had gone 90 miles, equal to 22½ leagues. As the caravel PINTA was a
better sailer, and went ahead of the Admiral, she found the land, and made the signals ordered by the Admiral.
The land was first seen by a sailor named Rodrigo de Triana. But the Admiral, at ten o’clock, being on the castle
of the poop, saw a light, though it was so uncertain that he could not affirm it was land. He called Pero
Gutierrez, a gentleman of the King’s bed-chamber, and said that there seemed to be a light, and that he should

look at it. He did so, and saw it. The Admiral said the same to Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, whom the King and
Queen had sent with the fleet as inspector, but he could see nothing, because he was not in a place whence
anything could be seen. After the Admiral had spoken he saw the light once or twice, and it was like a wax
candle rising and falling. It seemed to few to be an indication of land; but the Admiral made certain that land
was close. When they said the Salve, which all the sailors were accustomed to sing in their way, the Admiral
asked and admonished the men to keep a good look-out on the forecastle, and to watch well for land; and to
him who should first cry out that he saw land, he would give a silk doublet, besides the other rewards promised
by the Sovereigns.... At two hours after midnight the land was sighted at a distance of two leagues. They
shortened sail, and lay by under the mainsail without the bonnets.

Friday, 12 October 1492

The vessels were hove to, waiting for daylight; and on Friday they arrived at a small island of the Lucayos,
called, in the language of the Indians, Guanahani. Presently they saw naked people. The Admiral went on shore
in the armed boat, and Martin Alonso Pinzon, and Vicente Yañez, his brother, who was the captain of the
NIÑA. The Admiral took the royal standard, and the captains went with two banners of the green cross, which
the Admiral took in all the ships as a sign, with an F and a Y and a crown over each letter, one on one side of
the cross and the other on the other. Having landed, they saw trees very green, and much water, and fruits of
diverse kinds. The Admiral called to the two captains, and to the others who leaped on shore, and to Rodrigo
Escovedo, secretary of the whole fleet, and to Rodrigo Sanchez of Segovia, and said that they should bear
faithful testimony that he, in presence of all, had taken, as he now took, possession of the said island for the
King and for the Queen his Lords, making the declarations that are required, as is now largely set forth in the
testimonies which were then made in writing....
This island is rather large and very flat, with bright green trees, much water, and a very large lake in the centre,
without any mountain, and the whole land so green that it is a pleasure to look on it. The people are very
docile, and for the longing to possess our things and not having anything to give in return, they take what they
can get, and presently swim away. Still, they give away all they have got, for whatever may be given to them,
down to broken bits of crockery and glass. I saw one give 16 skeins of cotton for three ceotis of Portugal, equal
to one blanca of Spain, the skeins being as much as an arroba of cotton thread. I shall keep it, and shall allow no
one to take it, preserving it all for your Highnesses, for it may be obtained in abundance. It is grown in this
island, though the short time did not admit of my ascertaining this for a certainty. Here also is found the gold
they wear fastened in their noses. But, in order not to lose time, I intend to go and see if I can find the island of
Cipango.
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