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Venerable Sir, I pray you that in your utterances you may be pleased to make use of such words as shall serve to
open the eyes of the mind and cause your hearers to consider how great a grace and gift they have had and now have
at their very doors. Blessed eyes indeed, which see what they see, because already they possess letters of safe
conduct by which they are able to lead their souls through that valley of tears, through that sea of the mad world,
where storms and tempests and dangers lie in wait, to the blessed land of Paradise. Know that the life of man upon
earth is a constant struggle. We have to fight against the flesh, the world and the devil, who are always seeking to
destroy the soul. In sin we are conceived—alas! what bonds of sin encompass us, and how difficult and almost
impossible it is to attain to the gate of salvation without divine aid; since He causes us to be saved, not by virtue of
the good works which we accomplish, but through His divine mercy; it is necessary then to put on the armor of God.
You may obtain letters of safe conduct from the vicar of our Lord Jesus Christ, by means of which you are able to
liberate your soul from the hands of the enemy, and convey it by means of contrition and confession, safe and secure
from all pains of Purgatory, into the happy kingdom. For know that in these letters are stamped and engraven all the
merits of Christ’s passion there laid bare. Consider, that for each and every mortal sin it is necessary to undergo
seven years of penitence after confession and contrition, either in this life or in Purgatory.
How many mortal sins are committed in a day, how many in a week, how many in a month, how many in a year,
how many in the whole course of life! They are well-nigh numberless, and those that commit them must needs
suffer endless punishment in the burning pains of Purgatory.
But with these confessional letters you will be able at any time in life to obtain full indulgence for all penalties
imposed upon you, in all cases except the four reserved to the Apostolic See. Therefore throughout your whole life,
whenever you wish to make confession, you may receive the same remission, except in cases reserved to the Pope,
and afterwards, at the hour of death, a full indulgence as to all penalties and sins, and your share of al spiritual
blessings that exist in the church militant and all its members.
Do you not know that when it is necessary for anyone to go to Rome, or undertake any other dangerous journey, he
takes his money to a broker and gives a certain per cent—five or six or ten—in order that at Rome or elsewhere he
may receive again his funds intact, by means of the letters of this same broker? Are you not willing, then, for the
fourth part of a florin, to obtain these letters, by virtue of which you may bring, not your money, but your divine and
immortal soul safe and sound into the land of Paradise?
Wherefore I counsel, order, and, by virtue of my authority as shepherd, I command that they shall receive together
with me and other priests, this precious treasure, especially those who were not confessed at the time of the holy
Jubilee, that they may be able to obtain the same forever. For the time may come when you may desire, but yet be
unable to obtain the least portion of the grace.
Also on the part of the Pope and of the most holy Apostolic See and of the most reverend sir, my legate, to each and
every one who shall have profited by the sacred Jubilee and made confession, and to all who may profit by this
present brief opportunity, and who shall have lent a helping hand to the construction of the aforesaid house of the
Prince of the apostles, they shall all be participants and sharers in all prayers, suffrages, alms, fasts, supplications,
masses, canonical hours, disciplines, pilgrimages, papal stations, benedictions, and all other spiritual goods which
now exist or may exist forever in the church militant, and in all of these, not only they themselves, but their
relatives, kindred, and benefactors who have passed away; and as they were moved by charity, so God, and Saints
Peter and Paul, and all the saints whose bodies rest in Rome, shall guard them in peace in this vale, and conduct
them through it to the heavenly kingdom. Give everlasting thanks in the aforesaid names and in mine to the reverend
secular priests and prelates, etc.
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